Medicare eventually may cover dental costs--but what about the children?
Government programs, particularly Medicare, provide extremely limited funds for dental services. As a result, the government absorbs fewer dental costs than the costs for other health services. Despite the need for support of dental services for children, it may become politically expedient to support the expansion of Medicare to include dental care for the increasing numbers of dentate baby boomers. The economic case for Medicare dentistry is presented as a harbinger for continued underfunding by the federal government for dental care for children.